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1. Alma Ata [kPnorth TP East] x in the Kazakh Republic of the Soviet Union was 
a town of approximately four hundres thougend population in 1949. Many 
ye@vagec. had poured into ‘the town diving World War II. Seventy-five vercent of the 
population were native Zpsekhs, tha balance hetpgimade up. of Rugsians,. Ukrainians 
and miscellaneous. @roups, including about three thousand Chinese. 


2. The Chinese were an uneducated group and were mainly in Alms Ate as the 
*e6alt c* Sc. let labor recruitment in China, -There had been numerous 
iliegai berder crossings: by Chinese up until. 1949. The Soviet border control 
more or less clon: i their eyes to the crossings. Then, too, the recruiting 
of labor b, she Soviets in Chinese border provinces was carried on un- 
ofsictaLly .- 1 the Chinese were told they would have no trouble crossing 
into Kuzeiths aia, indicating thet the recruiters had some understanding with 
border control officials. Some Chinese were' employed in nearby coal mines, 
some in picking and crating. of apples but the majority drifted intoa | . 
“living by their wits” existence. | During and immediately after World War Ir - 
they primarily engaged in black market activities; seeming to have a knack 
for obtaining scarce items.“ During the war (and after) many were released 
from labor camps and told to repart to the Chinese Consul within 24 hours. 
Usually having no identification, the consular offices issued passports to 
these people. Some held both Chinese and Soviet passports, probably bribing © 
some official to get the latter. However, Soviet passports, visas and 
identity cards were hard. to obtain by bribery; but resident permits and per- 
mission to move to other towns were. easily obtained if one had money. -I do 
not believe any of the Chimese residents in the area have any fixed political 
principles... They’ are characterized. by their lack of leadership, organization 
and community. life, 


3. -Many Chinese requested permission to leave the Soviet and return to China. 

However, the Soviet authorities would not issue exit visas. It was believed 
the authorities did not want the Chinese to return to China and tell the 
people of their villages the true facta ehout.Cdmunism, for they were bitter- 
ly anti-Comunistic. Many were in the position or having lost their Chinese 
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citizenship and had no desire for Soviet citizenship. They had no privileges 
of education, food rations, clothing rations. They were forced to live in 
restricted areas of the city. They were denied public temples for worship. 
As & result they were, and probably still are, men without a country. 


The Kazakh native is basically anti-Russien and anti-Soviet. However, Soviet 
authorities have propagandizedSoviet-Kazakh "friendship" a great deal. .They 
placed Kazakhs in the top positions of. importance, but the native knows that 
Soviet "advisors" are the real administrative officials. As of 1949 the 
Kazakh yag antagonistic despite much attention given to “friendship” by the 
Soviets. ‘The Commnist ideology has penetrated deeply in Kazakhstan and the 
younger generation has been thoroughly indoctrinated. Soviet pressures plus 
the weaknesses of the Moslem religion, the religion of the. natives » permitted 
the Commnists to entrench themselves deeply. The anti. Commmnist » anti-Soviet 
feeling is kept alive by the natives in the age group of 40 and older. 

this: group spoke frankly of their anti Communist senti- 
ments never heard of any active or passive resistance. Prior to 
1939-0 there was resistance. Armed bandits roamed the area. Active resis- 
tance to collectivization of the land was present. However, police control 
was increased and resistance disappeared. 


Agriculture is the main occupation of Alma Ata » the main form being apple 
growing, Alma Ata: has long been. known for its apple orchards, the name Alm 
Ata itself meaning "the grandfather of the apple". The orchards are located 
on the hillsides throughout the. district of Alma Ata, - Other, main crops are 
cotton, tobacco, wheat,.sugar beets... However, next to the apple crop, live- 
stock. (sheep and pigs}4is most importent, Kazakhsten being one of the leading 
livestock producing areas inthe Soviets. The gotton grown there is of an. 
excellent quality. It was not processed at Alma Ata, but was shipped to the 
west. There was a tobacco processing plant at Alma Ata, All in all, the area 


“was, excellent for agriculture. The. valleys were well, irrigated. by mountain 


etreans.. 


Around ghg there were sone new copper. depos its. located near Alms, Ata ‘and also 
some wagnesiume:. To.the north, towards Karaganda, there.are large coal. deposits, 
in fact the area is reg: cided as the third largest deposit ;Of brown: cpahiie Phe 


‘mountain. vivers: provided .a.good source of electric power ‘near Almp Ata. There 


was .a well developed electric net, throughout the area which lent itself to 
industria? development:.to the north. . Sheers eh Oe we hte yet us eae: KR 
Highways were generally of very poor quality and condition. -As an example, 
the road ‘from Alms Ata to the airport was. about..eight km long, however only: 
two or thvee km were paved, | Usually highways were dirt, ee ee 


Alma. ate was .erved: in 1949 bydiwéouttkines plus military aeroplanes. One 
line wa: the Alma Ata-Mescow-run operating ona schedule of one aeroplane 

every cther days Regular passenger type aeroplanes with two. engines were used. 
A second air line.provided service between Alms Ata and Ham. ({Qomul., 4? North 
93° East/-in Sinkieng Province.. The trip took about eight hours and was made 
by small one-engine aeroplanes: carrying from.two to six passengers... .The Line. 
wes owned by 4 joint Soviet-Chinese company and operated. on a scheduled basis. | 
Some military equipment and personnel moved in and out of Alma Ata but. on. the 


whole there was: very little air traffic. — Soa Sa 


There was a central telephone and telegraph system for official use, A few. 
official ‘agencies utilized a.dial.system,telephoves..[- _ it. had. five | 
digits. . Underground cables were laid in the eity after World War II by 
Japanese prisoners of war. Outside the city. cables and wires were strung on 
poles: Radio receivers. were scarce in the city.. Occasionally [> |small, . 
cheap and weak sets for sale in the stores. Most all official. puildings had. 
loudspeakers installed for the workers and there were public speakers spotted 
on the streets. The emphasis. was on group listening. The Chinese Consular 


ce, 


Office had a powerfu¥*recétver and we were able to listen freely to all 
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programs... "uadas was very intense, however. While the:Voice of America 


program was being. broadcast the jamming was continuous. 25X1 


would note intensive jamming over.a period of 12 hours.’ Both Chinese and Russian 
language.broadcasts’ would be jammed. [__ hot recall the frequencies jammed nor 
the origin but because of the teeenes ey = tone at emanated from the 
ieee radio: ‘station. hn 


The: ma jority of heise. in’ ait around Alma Ate 1 were of. ioe Sonstantien and. 
of one-family type. .However,. two and more families lived in each. Only 
officials. occupied private residences. In 1949 the. housing : roblem was very 


acute... A living!space of 12 ft by 15 ft would have six td’elzht people, 
sleeping in double deck beds... in.1949 no new construction for « 


housing was underway. -Top priorities on construction materials went to industry. 
For example , @ factory in Alms Ata which made agricultural. equipment was. 
greatly enlarged during and sfter World War II. [— Jit had-been converted 
‘into & plent for. military vehicles. . 


struction was underway near Alma Ata in 1949 


Sanitation conditions in Alm Ata were very bad. The-majority of houses do 
not have water piped inside nor inside plumbing. . Water pumps’ ‘were’ scattered 
throughout the city for public usé. The Chinese Consular Office, for example, 
had no waters There was a central -sewage system in the center ofthe city 
only. . The balance of: ‘the city relied: on. PRE REOE: ea late weteh were : jenetde’ 
each week by a erew of. workmen. - 


Dysentery was. a "yery prevalent disease. ‘yphus. broke ont. errs and 


typhoid fever, toa lesser-extent. Tuberculosis was very common. There ‘were 
three hospitals in the city for the public plus a large government hospital - 
for government personnel only and a hospital for contagious diseases.” phe 


public noapitele were extremely dirty. -- Conditions were. deplorable. - ‘Equipment 


38) very: ‘peer; ‘supplies were very - scarce. and. the. personnel wei" ‘tibinterested. 


a 


 pppmaRy GURIECT & AREA CODES 


et . ; ai 


Bi .7 123N 
117.503 43 — 123N 0, 
~ 890.025 TO P2BN Te 
“725.7 Pi 3% ‘ : 123N 
F851 [23N 
732 08: > 123N 
3. 75N.22.- 4123N 
1 757.92 : _  123N 
~. 753-41 | 23N cedar Mee: 
eA ie - 123N pg ea cae 
153.636 ~ 23N 
855.1 123N 
B54 ee Th b23N: 
NN oo eh ee a 18M. 
. 857-1. | 123N 
CONFIDENTIAL ° 


Approved For Release 2003/08/15 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000400470006-9 


